
                                                                                                                                            
 

Press Release 

 

The African Union and CSVR host the first Continental Forum on Transitional Justice: 

 
Opening and Welcome high table. From left to right:  Ambassador Salah S. Hammad, AUC-DPA; Nomfundo 
Mogapi, CSVR Executive Director and John Ikubaje, AUC-DPA Political Officer. 
 

Johannesburg, South Africa, 22 October 2017: The African Union Commission – 
Department of Political Affairs (AUC-DPA) and the Centre for the Study of Violence 
and Reconciliation (CSVR) jointly hosted the first Continental Forum on Transitional 
Justice (TJ) in Africa in Johannesburg, South Africa under the theme The State of 
Transitional Justice in Africa, from 19-21 October 2017. 

The Forum brought together African Union Member States, members of the African 
Union Specialized Technical Committee (AU-STC) on Justice and Legal A airs’  Task 
Force on Transitional Justice, scholars, policy researchers, practitioners, policy 
makers and representatives of civil society organizations. 

The overall objective of the Forum was to provide a platform to take stock on the 
state of transitional justice in Africa, identify and discuss the various issues that 
require further in-depth study for filling the gaps in existing knowledge. The Forum 
also created a space to explore new opportunities to build collaboration across 
different sectors to guide and strengthen the transitional justice policy and 
interventions in Africa. 
 
According to experts who gathered in Johannesburg this week, African approaches 
to transitional justice hold great promise for helping societies move from violence 
and conflict to sustainable peace and development. The movement from repressive 



                                                                                                                                            
to democratic systems of governance in post-conflict countries brings a number of 
challenges, which if left unaddressed, will continue to undermine social cohesion and 
development. “Unfortunately,  Africa as a continent is not exempt from this global 
menace. With the exception of Syria, Iraq and Yemen, the African continent currently 
has the worst data and representation when it comes to violence and con ict,”  said 
Ambassador Salah S. Hammad during his address on behalf of H. E Mrs Minata 
Samate Cessouma, Commisioner for Political Affairs, African Union Commission. 
 
The continental Forum served to build collaboration between the state, civil society, 
academia and other sectors in strengthening TJ processes on the continent. In 
anticipation of the adoption of an African Union Transitional Justice Policy, the 
Forum sought to strengthen avenues of engagement, critical reflection and 
collaborative initiatives for its implementation.  

“The  forum is an opportune and timely platform for consolidating African ideas, 
knowledge, learnings and experiences to shape interventions that address Africa’s  
past, present and emerging con icts,”  Said Tefo Raditapole, Chairperson of the 
CVSR Board. 

From a timing perspective, delaying transitional justice means many individuals and 
communities will remain wounded from past traumatic experiences. The trauma is 
subsequently passed on from generation to generation, thus failing to restore human 
dignity. 

The Forum’s  Sessions focused on diverse topics including evaluating the discourse 
on transitional justice in Africa, youth, gender, the role of national human rights 
institutions in transitional justice processes, the weight and relevance of contexts in 
formulating transitional justice mechanisms in Africa, balancing peace, justice and 
reconciliation, healing as an integral component of transitional justice and a catalyst 
for sustainable, the critical role civil society organisations play in TJ processes and 
more. 
 
Several consultations on the role of the AU in transitional justice in Africa have been 
held in Banjul, the Gambia; Cape Town and Irene, South Africa and Lome, Togo in 
order to develop a clear, and more coherent understanding of the contemporary 
application of transitional justice in Africa. These deliberations have served to ensure 
broad participation across different regions and sectors in the development of the 
African Union Transitional Justice Policy, which will be debated by the AU-STC on 
Justice and Legal Affairs, and hopefully adopted by the AU in January 2018. 
 
The second Continental Forum on Transitional Justice will be hosted by Sudan in 
2018. 
 
For more information and interviews, contact:  

 John Ikubaje; Political Officer | Political Affairs Department | African Union 
Commission;  
Tel: +251 0923208041 |  E-mail: Gbodij@africa-union.org | Web:www.au.int 
Addis Ababa | Ethiopia 
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and  
Boitumelo Molusi  
Tel: +27 11 888 0140  
Cell: +27 79 713 5953  
bmolusi@frayintermedia.com 
 

 
 
 

 


